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architecture deserves particular attention, for the
churches and the convents which still remain and the
vestiges of monuments which are found to some degree
everywhere in Armenia, and especially in Ani, indicate
a very characteristic art. The cathedral of Ejmiad-
zin, built in the fifth century, those of Ste. Bipsime, of
San Stefano, etc., the convents of St. Varag, of Narek,
and very many other edifices constructed between the
fifth and seventh centuries are the admiration of all
learned archaeologists. In their originality and nobility
of conception they combine both Hellenic and Oriental
elements.

The most beautiful palaces of the Sultans, a large num-
ber of mosques, the most admired edifices of Constanti-
nople and of the interior are the work of Armenian archi-
tects. St. Sophia itself was restored by an Armenian
architect, who reconstructed its great cupola about the
year 990.

The role which the Armenians have played in Turkey
in the political and economic field is not less important.
Without going back to remote epochs, it may be remem-
bered that it was an Armenian, Krikor Odian, the coun-
selor of Midhat Pasha, who was the principal promoter
of the Ottoman constitution; also that the Ottoman
finances were organized by Armenians, and that the prin-
cipal machinery of the interior administration of the
country was in their hands.

The most noted physicians, even those attached to
the Imperial Palace; the most renowned members of
the bar; the engineers in charge of public works, were
almost all Armenians. It was the Armenians who intro-
duced scientific agricultural methods into the Ottoman
Empire.

In the more strictly governmental and administrative
sphere they have played a role of the first order as titu-
lary ministers, high officials, and ambassadors in Europe,